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—The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address— 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE __l___MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication . 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

Status 

/ / _ , ( 

00 



Status / / / 

^^tesponsive to communication(s) filed on k I ( 



□ This action is FINAL, 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

"JMTciaim(s) I ~~ is/are pending in the application. 

^ ll - 

Of the above claim(s) i— I is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

□ Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

^CIaim(s) l^— ? is/are rejected. 

□ Claim(s) — is/are objected to. 

□ Claim(s)— are subject to restriction or election 

requirement. 

Application Papers 

^^ee the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a)-(d) 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 

□ All □Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 



□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

Certified copies not received: — 

Attachments) 

reformation Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). L£- □ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

lotice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 □ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-1 52 
"^g^lotice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 □ Other 
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Art Unit: 1648 

Claims 1-74 are pending in this application. Applicant's election without traverse of 
Group I, claims 1-10 in Paper No. 17 is acknowledged. Claims 11-74 are withdrawn from 
consideration as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371© of this title before the invention thereof 
by the applicant for patent 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by Hillman et 
al. (U.S. Patent 6,060,297). 

Due to the open language of the claims (e.g., comprising, comprises), Hillman et al. 
clearly anticipate that which is instantly recited. Please see SEQ ID NO:1 of Hillman et al. for the 
sequences set forth by the instant claims. Also, please see column 10, lines 50-55; column 11, 
lines 13-16; column 12, lines 30-35 and column 15, lines 55-60, of Hillman et al. for the teaching 
of a fusion protein comprising RhoA as claimed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Laurie Scheiner, whose telephone number is (703) 308-1122. Any inquiry 
of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be directed to the Group 
1600 receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 

Correspondence related to this application may be submitted to Group 1600 by facsimile 
transmission. The faxing of such papers must conform with the notice published in the Official 
Gazette, 1096 OG 30 (November 15, 1989). Official communications should be directed toward 
one of the following Group 1600 fax numbers: (703) 308-4242 or (703) 305-3014. Informal 
communications may be submitted directly to the Examiner through the following fax number: 
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(703) 308-4426. Applicants are encouraged to notify the Examiner prior to the submission of 
such documents to facilitate their expeditious processing and entry. 

Laurie Scheiner/LAS 
September 22, 2000 
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